
 

 PARKWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
PEER MODEL PROGRAM 

 
WHAT IS THE PEER MODEL PROGRAM 
The Peer Model Program is a unique opportunity for preschool-aged children to model classroom 
behavior and skills for children who have developmental delays. A peer model enhances the 
education of our students with special needs by being a helper, a leader, and a friend. In return, our 
peers learn confidence, empathy, and school readiness skills. We are seeking peer models who 
exhibit age-appropriate skills in all areas of development. The peer model program is a low cost 
option for families.  A program maintenance fee of $125 per semester will be collected prior to the 
start of each semester and no additional tuition will be charged for families who qualify. Once a child 
is admitted to the Peer Model program they can remain in the program until they are eligible for 
Kindergarten.  Class placement may vary from year to year.  It is possible that children could be 
assigned to a different teacher or section for the next year.  
 
WHEN & WHERE IS THE PEER MODEL PROGRAM OFFERED 
This program will be available four half days (Monday-Thursday) with both morning and afternoon 
sessions at three locations:  Early Childhood Center, Carman Trails, Parkway Preschool-North High. 
Peer models will be selected by our leadership team who look at the criteria listed below.  

Areas for Review Information Reviewed 

Income Requirements ● Priority is less than $40,000 
● 2nd Priority between $40,000-75,000 
● 3rd Priority is $75,000 or more 

Screening Results All new student applicants will participate in a 
screening prior to the application review. 
Screening results should reveal age-appropriate 
skills across all areas of development. For 
students currently enrolled in a Parkway 
Preschool classroom the screening process may 
include an observation by our team and/or the 
completion of an updated screening.  

Child Age ● Priority given for students with one year left 
before Kindergarten.  

● 2nd priority is given for students turning 3 
years old by March 2021 

 Students eligible for Kindergarten in 2021-2022 
will not be considered.  

Residency Requirements Families must maintain residency within the 
Parkway School District to be considered. 



 
REDUCED TUITION VS PEER MODEL 
We will continue to offer our reduced tuition program, as usual, for full-day students who meet income 
eligibility requirements. Peer Model spots are not available to families needing a full-day classroom 
for their child. New families interested in a reduced rate for a half-day program should also indicate 
their interest in the Peer Model program on their registration form. If a student is not accepted into the 
Peer Model program and the family meets income eligibility requirements we will work with the family 
to find a placement in a half-day preschool classroom at a reduced rate if space is available.  The 
income criteria for the Reduced Tuition Program is different from the Peer Model Program.  The 
criteria for the Reduced Tuition Program is based on the income eligibility guidelines of the Free and 
Reduced Lunch Program. 
 
NEXT STEPS FOR THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED 

1. Indicate interest on the Preschool Class Preference form by checking the Peer Model interest 
box.  

2. Schedule a developmental screening by calling 314-415-6969. When making your screening 
appointment you should indicate that you are registering for preschool and are interested in 
being considered for the Peer Model program.  

3. Interested families will be contacted by a member of our staff and will be asked to submit the 2 
most recent pay stubs for both parents.  

 
We will enroll into the Peer Model Program until all spots are filled for the school year. We will review 
applications once we have a minimum of 20 applicants.  Since there are limited spots in the Peer 
Model program, it is suggested that interested families continue with the registration process for a 
spot in the general education program. Families selected for the program will be notified via email of 
their acceptance in addition to the location of the closest classroom assignment according to their 
home school. Once enrollment decisions for the Peer Model program have closed, families not 
selected will be notified by letter.  
 
 
 


